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A Note from Paul, President of ACU
In today’s world we seem to be burdened with ongoing challenges, struggles
and hardships. So many people look forward and see a future bereft of hope,
and allow anxiety and a loss of peace to fill their thoughts. The ongoing
uncertainty of COVID and the financial stresses brought on by a 40-year high
inflationary rate are weighing heavy on many we encounter every day.
Within the financial world which Accentra operates, we wish to assist our
members in any way we can. As a not-for-profit financial cooperative, Accentra
is positioned to pull the resources of many to assist those in our communities. It
brings to mind a quote by Georges Bernanos, ‘Little things seem nothing, but
they give peace, like those meadow flowers which individually seem odorless
but all together perfume the air.’
Accentra Credit Union offers many financial tools to help our members better
plan for future financial needs and hardships. On our website (accentracu.org),
under the Resources tab, you will find, Financial Tools – Banzai. There are
many tools available to assist members, such as: Financial Wellness
Assessment, a Budget Calculator and a Savings Calculator to name just a few.
Taking time to assess your finances and to prudently plan your financial future
are steps that can help bring a greater sense of peace in these financially
challenging times.
I encourage you to visit our website and to utilize the financial tools available
there. Try one tool and see if it gives some direction that can assist you on your
financial journey. As Francis of Assisi wrote: ‘A single sunbeam is enough to
drive away many shadows.’ If we stand still in our fears and anxiety over the
financial challenges of our times, we allow hope and a sense of peace to allude
us. Accentra Credit Union is your partner, your advocate through the financial
difficulties and financial successes of our times. I encourage you to take one
step on improving your financial journey, then another until you have a clearer
picture. Each step will help produce within you a greater sense of hope and

peace. I can assure you of this one truth, Hope does not disappoint.

Safe Deposit Box Rental Fees
Rental charges for Safe Deposit Boxes will be due September 1st. The rental
fee will be withdrawn from your savings or checking account (whichever you
specified). The amount withdrawn depends upon the size of the safe deposit
box you have rented.
Box sizes and charges are listed below:
3” x 5”
$30.00
5” x 5”
$35.00
3” x 10”
$35.00
5” x 10”
$45.00
10” x 10”
$65.00
Be sure to have sufficient funds in your account on September 1st. If there are
not sufficient funds when the withdrawal is charged, there will be an additional
charge of $35.00. Plan ahead and make sure you have the necessary funds in
your account by September 1st.
Austin branch has 3”x 5” boxes for rent and Albert Lea branch has most box
sizes available.

Summer Savings and Family Fun!
Your Credit Union offers online discounted tickets for the following family fun centers.
Valleyfair offers a variety of rides and entertainment with something for everyone. To
purchase discounted tickets online:
1. www.valleyfair.com/save
2. Username: ACCENTRA
3. Password: ACCENTRA

Mall of America attractions including Nickelodeon Universe and other participating
attractions offer discounted tickets.To purchase discounted tickets online:
1. www.nickelodeonuniverse.com
2. Click on the “Tickets” tab at top of page
3. Select “Buy Tickets”
4. Add items to your cart and enter coupon code ACU7298
Purchasing your tickets online will save you 30% per ticket.
The Minnesota Sea Life Aquarium brings you closer than ever to more than 10,000
sea creatures, including sharks, sea turtles, rays, jellyfish, seahorses, and more!To
purchase discounted tickets online:
1. www.visitsealife.com/Minnesota
2. Click “Buy Tickets”
3. Select “Buy Now”
4. Select “Promotional Code” tab
5. Enter code ACCU-10
6. Purchase tickets
Purchasing online will save on admission costs!

Saving With a Purpose
Saving with a purpose is the secret to making your goals a reality. Use this
Coach session to help you set concrete savings goals and show you how much
you need to save every month to reach them.
3 Minute Coach Session

Holiday 2022 Shopping Made Easy
Last year over 300 members decided to ease their holiday shopping burden
when they opened a 2022 Christmas Club account. The proceeds of their
Christmas Club account will be deposited into their savings account and
will be available on October 1st.
If you would like to make next year’s holiday shopping easier, open a 2023
Christmas Club account. Deposits may be made painlessly and conveniently by
payroll deductions, automatic transfers, or in person. Christmas Club accounts
for 2023 may be opened in October.
To open your 2023 Christmas Club account, contact one of our Financial
Service Representatives by calling 800-533-0448 or email
ask@accentracu.org. Next year you will be glad you did!

3 Easy Steps to Buy a Home
1. Get pre-qualified for a loan. A common misconception is that you should
start the home buying process by finding a realtor. But why start looking for a
home when you don’t know how much you can afford yet? Get prequalified with Accentra so you have a better idea of your price range!
2. Start browsing. Now that you know how much house you can afford, start
looking at neighborhoods and determine your wants and
needs concerning a home.
3. Get pre-approved. Before you make an offer on a house you need to be
armed with a strong pre-approval letter from Accentra. Being pre-approved
means that you are a serious buyer and you have the means to get the deal
done.
In today’s market, being prepared and having a local institution like Accentra
supporting you is very important.
Learn More and Apply Online Today!

What's Next for Cryptocurrency?
Bitcoin was the first cryptocurrency to make a splash in the financial world and
the minds of the general public, but it won’t be the last. As cryptocurrency
continues to evolve, you don’t have to be in the dark when the next big thing
hits. Read more...

Holiday Closings
Labor Day – Monday, September 5th
Columbus Day – Monday, October 10th

Call for Nominations
The Nominating Committee is accepting inquiries for candidates to serve on the
Board of Directors beginning March 21, 2023.
In accordance with Accentra Credit Union by-laws, elections shall be held
exclusively by mail ballot. If you are interested, you must be 18 years of age or
older and in good standing with the Credit Union. Further information may be
requested by letter, telephone call, or visit to:
Accentra Credit Union
Nominating Committee Chair
PO Box 657, 400 4th Avenue NE
Austin, MN 55912
Phone: 507-433-1829
Nominations must be returned to the Nominating Committee Chair no later than
October 14, 2022. Additional nominations by petition may be made until
December 15, 2022.
Nominations by petition require the signatures of 165 members and a
statement signed by the nominee agreeing to accept the nomination and to
serve as a Credit Union volunteer if elected.
Nominees will appear on the official ballot to be mailed to members in early
January 2023. Election results will be announced at the Annual Membership
Meeting in March 2023.

Change of Address Form
Move recently? Please sign our Change of Address Form.
Change of Address Form

How Are We Doing?
Do you love us like we love you? If you've had great experience with Accentra,
please leave us a Google Review by clicking the blue button below!

Leave a Google Review

If there are things you'd like us to work on, please let us know by filling out our
How Are We Doing? form so we can better understand the needs of our
members.
We appreciate you!
- the Accentra CU team

We thank you for your valued membership, as we work together to bring Simply
Better Banking to our local community.
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